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Life at Oakfields Weekly Newsletter

Our Year 6
Leavers enjoyed
their last week
in school with
their friends!
We will miss
you all!

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Friends of Oakfields

This academic year of 2019/2020 is now coming to a close. I cannot really believe that we are already
saying goodbye to this year and wishing our wonderful year six children every success as they leave
Oakfields to begin the next, exciting chapter of their education.

Yesterday, was wonderful. Seeing our year six children laughing, playing and being together was the most
fabulous way to bring the year to an end. I would like to thank our teachers and Bushcraft staff for hosting
the twilight leaver’s event; we went home smelling of bonfires but filled with happy memories.

Throughout all of this, our staff at Oakfields have been a constant source of support. Everyone has worked
beyond my expectations; always putting the children at the heart of everything they do. I therefore want to
take this moment to put them at the forefront and say an enormous and heartfelt thank you. We could not
have achieved what we have without them – thank you so very much.

This is also a time for me to pass on our best wishes to valued members of our staff who are also starting out
on adventures new.

Mr Trusler, is now very excited to begin his retirement. I would like to thank Mr Trusler for all he has
done whilst teaching at Oakfields. His fancy dress that livened up our online staff team meetings, advice
and support when I first joined the school, his stationary hoarding (yes, I have found all the glue sticks),
his ever growing beard and lessons that children will always remember, are just a few of the happy
memories we share of his time at Oakfields. We send Mr Trusler and his family our love and look
forward to hearing all about the fun we know they will be enjoying together.
Mrs Buckley, who is now very happily settled as a new Mummy. She has chosen to take some time to
enjoy being at home and will therefore not be returning in September. It has been wonderful to catch up
recently and we know we will see you again soon.
Miss Baskaran, who joined for the year as Mrs Buckley’s maternity cover. Thank you for all you have
done for your class. We wish you every happiness in your new school.
Miss Emin, who trained with us to become a teacher, recently decided to relocate and start a new and
exciting chapter with her fiancé. We will miss you so much but are so very happy for you both.
Miss Kasier, who is also relocating with her family and Miss Johnstone, who will be spending more
time with her family. We wish you all the very best.

Although, we have to say these goodbyes we now also have the exciting opportunity to welcome new faces
and with that new experiences for our children. In September, we will be introducing Mr Islam, Miss Jeer
and Miss McGuire to Oakfields. I know that you will welcome them warmly and support them in their new
roles. I am also very happy to be welcoming back Mrs Marshall who will be teaching in Reception from
September.

Finally, I cannot express enough how grateful we have been for all your support this year. It has been a most
exceptional year, but I am thankful that we have all had each other. I wish you continued health, happiness,
and lots of fun as you begin your well-deserved summer break.

I cannot wait to see you all in September.

Mrs Carroll

HEAD TEACHERS AWARD
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Year 3 - All of Year 3 for being

for an amazing year of being stars!
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every minute of my experience in
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year 3 and feel very fortunate to

being absolute superstars! They have
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been super learners and carried on
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miss you Reception!

and making the online learning
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experience enjoyable.

Year 1 - All of Year 1 for being
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amazing throughout the whole year.

fantastic this whole school year even
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throughout the transition from being

made yourselves, your parents and

in school to online learning. You

your teachers so proud! Thank you

have all done excellent, adapted well

for always trying your best and
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You are all stars!
Year 5 - All of Year 5 for your
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great final week of online learning.

teaching and learning. You have all
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faces each day. Throughout our
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dedication. Miss Bhaskaran and I are
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very proud of you all. Well done!

be very proud. Well done Year 2.
Year 6 - The whole of Year 6 for
being a fantastic, hard-working,
adaptable and resilient group!

HIGHLIGHTS FROM
RECEPTION

BY MRS CAFFULL AND MRS WILLIAMS
Reception have enjoyed their final week of learning
in school. They have been very busy following a
Year 1 timetable to prepare them for September.
Our learning has been linked to the story ‘Zog’ by
Julia Donaldson. We have been finding rhyming
words, writing letters to our new teacher, writing
thank you cards to people who have helped us at
school this year and writing letters for Kindergarten
telling them all about Reception. In maths the
children have been adding, subtracting, creating
dragon dances, estimating and measuring. We have
also learnt about Upminster and looked at old and
new photos of the town and our school. The
children enjoyed looking at aerial photographs and
finding different landmarks. We used Google Earth
to travel around the world and searched for lots of
our favourite places (including Disney World) In
science we learnt about clouds, finding out what
they are made of and why it rains. The children
enjoyed making their own clouds and trying to
make it rain. We have also created our own dragons
using junk modelling materials. A wonderful final
week in school, well done Reception for a super
week of learning.

PHOTOS FROM
YEAR 6 CHALLENGE DAY

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE
ON IN YOUR NEW
SCHOOLS!

click to see video

Wild Night Out!

Wild night out is a national event that took place this past weekend. People across the UK (and beyond)
were invited to take on new adventures, big and small. The great thing about this is you can do it
anytime throughout the summer. We would like to encourage you and your family to take part in this
fantastic idea.

It’s easy and free!

Duration: As long as you like | Location: Wherever you like | Price: Absolutely free

As a society we are spending too much time indoors. In particular, the recent lockdown measures for
COVID-19 have been essential to protect lives and the NHS but have also had an adverse effect on
wellbeing.

We believe the solution is to support and encourage each other to get adventurous. Spending time on
adventures has been proven to help with mental health problems, including anxiety and depression as
well as the physical benefits to getting active. It’s also empowering, brings people together and is fun!
Why not try one of the following ideas:
• Camp-out in your back garden (or the living room!)
• Explore the countryside by moonlight
• Go on a night bike ride
• Go on a nocturnal nature watch: search for bats, watch foxes, stargaze

See below Alifia's submission for Cognita's Wild Night Out
from 11th July!

"We pitched a put-together tent in the corner of my garden
with blankets and sheets and our hammock-swing underneath.
It was a warm night and my family told scary stories about
Halloween, and I kept cosy and safe with my Winnie-The-Pooh
Teddy, a cup of hot chocolate and my flashlight! My favourite
Winnie-The-Pooh quote is “You're braver than you believe,
stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think.”

We hope that you will tag us on social media with pictures of your WILD NIGHTS OUT
throughout the summer! HAVE FUN!

LOOKING AHEAD
INTRODUCING COGNITA CONNECT!!
Dear Parents/Guardians,

We have listened to your feedback and have made
it a priority to improve school-to-home
communications.

Over the last few months, we at School have been working with our colleagues in the Cognita
community to transform the way we communicate with you, manage important information about our
students’ progress and keep you up to date with the latest news and events.

I am delighted to announce that we are launching Cognita Connect, our secure app and web-based
parent portal, in August 2020 (look out for your enrolment emails). It will give you 24-hour access to
personalised news and information in relation to your child(ren)’s school life and activities via your
mobile, tablet or desktop device.

Key features of Cognita Connect:

Access through the app or online.
Personalised newsfeed with information relevant to you.
Smart calendar to keep track of important dates and events.
View letters and give trip permissions.
Make payments for trips, clubs and wrap around care services.

*Please note payment of school fees will continue to be paid by using the existing method.

Once Cognita Connect is live, it will become our main channel of communication with you – no more
paper slips and missed emails! We are so excited about this development and the improvement it will
bring in the way we communicate and interact with our parents.

WRAPAROUND CARE SURVEY
To aid our planning in line with Government guidelines, please advise
us if you are likely to be using wraparound care service in the autumn
term, by following the link below and completing survey.

Wraparound care survey

Please note that the survey will close on 31st July 2020.

*Going forward, you will be able to book and pay for Sunrise and
Sunset club via Cognita Connect*

Thank you.

LOOKING AHEAD

"Stay home... save lives."

AUTUMN TERM MENUS
Our autumn term catering menu will be published via Cognita
Connect upon its launch in August, allowing parents to support
their children in making the right menu choices. Please ensure
your children’s menu selection is submitted by the deadline that
will be given.

AUTUMN TERM INVOICES
Autumn Term invoices will be despatched to you at the end of
July, with payment into the school account, using your usual
payment methods, by 1st September 2020. From autumn term,
your invoice will only include your tuition fees. All other
optional services, will be published via Cognita Connect for you
to book and pay.

HAVERING BIG
DANCE

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

LOOKING AHEAD

"Stay home... save lives."

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

15th July - 4th September - SUMMER BREAK
7th September- FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

SCHOOL'S OUT
FOR SUMMER

stay connected:
click below to follow us on social media:

