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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents, Staff and Friends of Oakfields
I have been informed today that a member of our school community has been advised to stay off work for seven days. Their symptoms presented on Friday evening,
when they felt unwell with a sore throat. Sensibly, this person immediately sought advice and although told to self-isolate, at this time it could simply be a common
cold developing. They are without a temperature or other symptoms. This has caused me to reflect further on the unavoidable anxiety that we are all feeling in this
current time of uncertainty. I believe clarity of communication is essential and I simply wish to be transparent. Given the government and NHS guidelines, we may
well experience many people that we know having to stay at home for similar symptoms. It is a time for us to be calm but cautious. I wish to reassure you of the
precautionary measures we are currently taking to limit risk in school.
Measures taken by the school
Cleaning
We have increased our cleaning regime on our school site, along with enhanced products on hard surfaces. Our minibus is cleaned and sanitised before use.
Visitor Management
We are currently vetting all visitors prior to their arrival on-site.
Trips
Our trips are risk assessed with enhanced risk measurements in place including; additional ratio’s, virus kits and transport arrangements.
Hygiene
Destination handwashing: all staff and pupils to wash or sanitise hands on arrival in school, after break and before lunch.
Temperature screening
We ask that parents continue to check temperatures at home prior to attending school. The recommendation is that anyone with a temperature over 37.8 is at risk of a
fever and we therefore ask that they remain at home. Please inform the school by emailing the school office at office@oakfieldsschool.co.uk This will be recorded as
an authorised absence.
Temperature checks for both staff and children are available on arrival and when necessary during the school day. We will ask parents during drop off if the child’s
temperature has been checked. If you were unable to do so we can check on arrival.
Authorised absences
If a parent chooses to keep their child at home due to concerns regarding the coronavirus this will be recorded as an authorised absence, however, we ask that you
email the school office to inform us.
Whilst this is a worrying time for all, I hope that the measures we have taken will help to ease concerns. We are taking every precaution to ensure the health of all
children, staff, family and friends is safeguarded as best we can. The government advice is that we will undoubtedly see an increasing number of unconfirmed cases in
the future. As and when this happens, we will act as follows:
Ensure the person that is unwell isolates and seeks medical advice.
Take the necessary advice and precautions.
Inform our cleaning company who will act as quickly as possible; deep clean and use fogging process if necessary.
If necessary, the school would have to close for cleaning, but this would only occur if this was advised by Public Health and agreed by our Director of Education at
Cognita.
If the unwell person was a teacher, we would ensure learning continued with a suitably qualified cover-teacher, if necessary.
All the above will be continuously reviewed and subject to change as and when is needed.
I hope that this helps to ensure clarity and confidence in the information we are sharing, and the measures being taken. I thank everyone for their understanding and
support.
Kind Regards
Mrs Carroll
Headteacher

Celebrating Success

HEADTEACHER'S AWARDS
Years 6T -

Odafe E

Years 6W - Anita D
Years 5B - Jaeda K
Year 5S -

Daniel A

Year 4 -

Ralph B

Year 3 -

Sikemi O

Year 2 -

Michael G

Year 1G -

Maddox H

Year 1N -

Alexis O

Reception - Chiemeke I

TERM HOUSE
POINT
WINNERS:
1st - Beech - 431
2nd - Chestnut - 379
3rd - Elm - 356
4th - Oak - 286

WEEKLY
ATTENDANCE:
Year 6T - 94.3%
Year 6W - 98.3%
Year 5S - 95.9%
Year 5B - 94%
Year 4 -

97.4%

Year 3 -

93.9%

Year 2 -

91.5%

Year 1G - 96.7%
Year 1N - 93.3%
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Year Group Highlights
YEAR 2

YEAR 5
As part of our Ancient Greek topic, we visited the British
Museum to explore Greek history. We looked at a
variety of Greek artefacts and learnt tons of interesting
facts about Greek life. You might want to ask the
children what they learnt and what the most interesting
fact that they discovered was.
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Sports
SEMI-FINAL FOOTBALL CUP
On Wednesday 11th March our boys football team attended
the semi final of the Havering Schools Football cup away
against Parsonage Farm. The boys had to play 2 - 20 minute
halves in order to qualify for the final. At the end of the first
half we went into the break with a 1- 0 lead, the first goal
scored by Harry M. In the second half our boys played
awesome football with Noah L and our Head boy Marlan
Chamberlain scoring a goal each taking us 3-0 but the final
goal scored by Harry mean't on the final whistle we had a
victorious win of 4-0 and became finalists for the cup.
However, we must give credit to our amazing Goalie Freddie
E who saved so many tricky goals and was awarded player of
the match! Congratulations to all of the boys who
demonstrated great team work and motivation.
The final will be on 31st March venue and opposition to be
confirmed. I will keep you posted as we will need as many
supporters as possible!

UPCOMING FIXTURES

Regards

Thursday 19th March – 9.15am – Year 4
Parents to watch Year 4 dance rehearsal

Miss Peacham
Head of PE

Friday 20th March - ISA National Cross
country finals – Good luck to our
qualifiers Olivia F, Isabel F, Elizabeth G
and Daniel A

ABBS CROSS REGIONAL SWIMMING GALA
On Tuesday 10th March we competed against 17 other
schools and came 2nd! There were some outstanding
performances by every member of the squad.
Girls Backstroke Final - Selinah-Shallom - 1st place
Boys Backstroke - Daniel T - personal best
Girls Breaststroke - Phoebe - 3rd place
Boys Breaststroke - Jake - personal best
Girls Freestyle Final - Mia - 3rd place
Boys Freestyle Final - Daniel A - 4th place
Girls Freestyle Relay Final - Selinah-Shallom, Phoebe, Mia
4th place
An amazing achievement, well done everyone! I couldn't be
more proud
Ms Mercury
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Student Achievements
Dreydon achieved a distinction in his stage 2 LAMDA
examination. Well done Dreydon!

Gabriel achieved a distinction in his LAMDA: Speaking Verse &
Prose - Grade 1 exam. Well done Gabriel!

Daniel A competed in the Thurrock Swimming Club, Essex
and Regional Qualifier Gala and won the silver medal in the
200m backstroke. He also achieved 7 new personal best
times in various strokes. Well done Daniel!

Mia also competed in the Thurrock Swimming Club, Essex
and Regional Qualifier Gala and won 5th for 200m IM, 4th for
200m breaststroke., 3rd for 100m breaststroke and 3rd for
50m breaststroke. She is also 2 seconds away from her
county time for 50m breaststroke and 10 seconds away from
her 100m breaststroke county time. Well done Mia!

Lucy has recently auditioned for this year's English Youth
Ballet production of 'Giselle' where she has achieved a
reserve position. Well done Lucy!

Alifia has achieved her Swimming Stage 6 - 50 Meters
Distance Award. Well done Alifia!
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Student Achievements
Daisy-Grace has received a trophy in Ju-Jitsu for being
Student of the Week. Well done Daisy-Grace!

MATHLETICS STARS

6

World Book Day
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World Book Day

Thank you to our Head Boy and Head Girl,
Dara and Marlan, for all their time and help in
selecting the best dressed from each class
and overall best front cover classroom door.
Miss Gowing
Head of English
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World Book Day
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Coronavirus Update
13 March 2020
Dear Parent
I am writing to update you on our coronavirus response and
continued planning following the government’s COBRA
meeting yesterday. Many parents have been in touch in recent
days to ask about a potential school closure – we are keen to
maintain frequent and open communication with you in these
unprecedented times.
While the UK has moved into the ‘Delay’ phase of its
Coronavirus Action Plan, the official government advice for
schools remains unchanged. As you know, we are following all
Public Health England (PHE), Department for Education and
NHS guidance. In addition, we have already introduced some
additional measures such as asking parents to temperature
check pupils before attending school,(if you are unable to do
this at home, please advice staff on morning duty, who will be
able to take the children's temperature upon arrival) selfreporting of families’ travel plans, an increased level of
cleaning and an emphasis on hand washing and hygiene in
school.
We will continue with this approach while preparing for the
possibility that school closures may be introduced at any time.
We are committed to maintaining a normal teaching and
learning environment for our pupils, whilst carefully
monitoring the fast-moving situation with our Cognita
Response Team. We are also drawing upon the experience of
further Cognita schools, namely in Spain, that are now
successfully delivering remote learning programmes amid
mandatory closures.
Our guiding principle is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of
our students while managing this challenging situation in a
calm and proportionate manner. To that end, our Group
Wellbeing Director for Cognita, Beth Kerr, has prepared some
helpful tips for parents on protecting the emotional wellbeing
of our children at this time. These are attached along with our
latest ‘Cognita Be Well Comments’ resource, on the topic of
sleep, which was due to be released this month in the ordinary
course of events.
Please don’t hesitate to contact us should you have any
concerns. By the end of today we aim to have a new page on
our school website to share our latest updates in relation to
coronavirus, making it easier for parents to view key
information.
As ever, thank you for your support. In closing, I would like to
share with you this video update for Cognita employees by our
Group CEO Chris Jansen. While this was directed at employees,
I thought you may find it of interest too. We will draw on all the
resources we have at our disposal to ensure a safe and positive
educational experience for your children.
Yours sincerely
Mrs K Carroll
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General Information
SCHOOL OPERATIONS
Finance
Your summer term billing will be dispatched next week. Please note,
payment is due by 17th April 2020 Any payment that is made after this
date, will incur a late payment charge, as per terms and conditions.
The school accepts the following payment methods;
Termly Direct Debit
If you pay via termly direct debit, your payment will be automatically
collected on 17th April 2020. The invoice is for your records only.
School Fee Plan
If you pay via school fee plan, your invoice is for your records only
Childcare Vouchers or Taxfree Childcare
If you are using any childcare or Tax Free Childcare allowances against
your invoice, and you haven’t notified us already, please email
finance@oakfieldsschool.co.uk by Friday 20th March at the absolute
latest, so we can make adjustments to your school fee plan or termly
direct debit collection.

Next Week's Lunch Menu
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Upcoming Events
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
MARCH
TUESDAY 17TH - Years 3&4 Destination Prep Meeting 5pm
WEDNESDAY 18TH - Year 1 trip to Colchester Zoo
TUESDAY 24TH - Parents Evening 4-7pm
THURSDAY 26TH - PTA Easter Egg Hunt
Parents Evening 4-7pm
MONDAY 30TH - Year 4 Destination School Meetings/EYFS
Easter Bonnet Parade 2 - 2:45pm
TUESDAY 31ST - Year 4 Destination School Meetings
APRIL
WEDNESDAY 1ST - MONDAY 20TH - EASTER HOLIDAYS
TUESDAY 21ST - CHILDREN BACK TO SCHOOL
WEDNESDAY 29TH - PTA Meeting
THURSDAY 30TH - OPEN MORNING 9:30 - 11:30(FOR
PROSPECTIVE PARENTS)
MAY
MONDAY 4TH - Year 1 Coffee Morning 9am
TUESDAY 5TH - Year 2 Coffee Morning 9am/Year 6 Police
& Crime Scene Investigation Training
WEDNESDAY 6TH - Year 3 Coffee Morning 9am
THURSDAY 7TH - Year 6 Coffee Morning 9am/Year 4
Rainham Marshes

OAKFIELDS CHARITABLE FUNDRAISING
EFFORTS

FRIDAY 8TH - BANK HOLIDAY
MONDAY 11TH - Year 4 Coffee Morning 9am
TUESDAY 12TH - Year 5 Coffee Morning 9am
MONDAY 11TH - FRIDAY 14TH - Year 6 PGL
WEDNESDAY 13TH - Year 2 Hyde Hall
FRIDAY 15TH - PTA Ball open to all parents
MONDAY 18TH - Preparation for joining Reception
Presentation (K2 only) (5:30-6:15pm)

£434.35
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