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Dear Parents and Friends of Oakfields
I was thrilled today to lead assemblies, for both Key Stages, and reflect on how
their positive learning behaviours are impacting on the wider school environment.
This includes our school’s happy atmosphere, the friendships formed, the good
manners demonstrated, and the progress being made in class. As teachers we
often speak to parents and children about progress and sadly this can often sound
limited to academic outcomes alone. Progress can be made in so many ways and
the children in our school are a superb example of this.
I am sure that you can all recall that moment of praise that filled you with pride
during your own schooling experience. In primary school I remember very clearly,
Mr Nott my favourite teacher, praising me in front of the whole school for my
effort when in singing assembly. I happen to be a terrible singer – truly awful - but
that small comment, that Mr Nott probably did not even register, was
unforgettable. My child-self realised that I had been noticed and even appreciated
and that feeling has stayed with me to this day. Unknowingly Mr Nott was the
person that first inspired me to become a teacher and I will be forever grateful and
I am also far more confident on a karaoke than I ever deserve to be I therefore
cannot say that Mr Nott got everything right!
Praise, however small, can propel a child forward in many ways and as teachers it
is vital that we remember this. Each week we partake in our celebration assembly
and give individual children praise for all manner of progress, behaviours and
academic outcomes. You will see their photographs in the newsletter and please
take time to discuss these awards with your child at home. The children are so
supportive and encouraging of each other that these moments of praise are really
helping us to ensure that Oakfields continues to be a school where happy children
achieve!

Information
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Mrs Carroll
Headteacher

Celebrating Success

HEADTEACHER'S AWARDS
Years 6T -

Dara A

Years 6W

Harry M

Years 5B -

Alifia M

Year 5S -

IreOluwa A

Year 4 -

Noble F

Year 3 -

Deniz G

Year 2 -

Alexander B

Year 1G -

Samuel S

Year 1N -

Zayn S

Rec Holmes- Ethan K
Rec Stubbs - Ora A

HOUSE
POINTS:
1st - Chestnut - 501
2nd - Beech - 450
3rd - Elm - 435
4th - Oak - 371

WEEKLY
ATTENDANCE:
Year 6T -

91.4%

Year 6W - 100%
Year 5S -

95.3%

Year 5B -

96%

Year 4 -

84.7%

Year 3 -

97.8%

Year 2 -

97.5%

Year 1G - 91.7%
Year 1N - 92%
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Year Group Highlights
YEAR 1
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Year Group Highlights
YEAR 4
In Year 4, we have had a great first week back to school.
We have enjoyed starting our new English topic, which
is mystery stories. We are working towards writing our
very own! The first activity to entice and hook the
children was to watch a short episode of Scooby-doo.
This allowed us to compare and find similarities and
differences between the features of this classic mystery
cartoon and a piece of text which was a story opener.
The children have thoroughly enjoyed reading these
and have wanted to keep reading to find out the
mystery!
In RWE, I introduced the class to our next topic, which
is ‘Being Safe’. The first lesson was all about when and
how we can ask for help. The activity involved
pretending to be an ‘Agony Aunt’ and the class had to
respond to letters from various characters, who all had
various problems and issues. In their responses, they
had to provide helpful and useful advice, whilst also
being kind and caring. In this lesson, I discovered that
4S are great problem solvers and can offer thoughtful
and effective advice!
We have lots to look forward to in the next couple of
weeks. Next Thursday is World Book Day, we have a
visit from an author on Wednesday and our library visit
is coming up! We are all looking forward to the busy
term ahead.

MATHLETICS STARS
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Sports
HAVERING SCHOOLS SPORTS CUP
Our u.11 team played Tuesday 25th February against
Crowfields at home.This was the quarter finals of the
Havering Schools Sports Cup.
We had a fantastic first half going into the second part 2
..1 up
Our strong, powerful goalkeeper Freddie E played
brilliantly throughout the game but our top goal scorer

UPCOMING FIXTURES

Harry M scored all 4 goals and all the boys assisted in
our glorious 4..1 win to finish and now take us through
to the semi finals ! Congratulations boys I am extremely

No fixtures this week

proud of you!

Tuesday 10th March is Yr 5 /6 swimming
Gala at Abbs Cross Academy

Our mixed netball team played Ardleigh Green School
at home Wednesday 26th February which was an
extremely tough quarter final.
After half time we were drawing 2-2 and in the last
minute after missing a few goals we were 3-3 sadly in
the last minute the opposition scored and we were out
of the league semis. However our team played
brilliantly and we look forward to the semi finals of the
netball cup and the football cup.
Miss Peacham
Head of PE

Student Achievements
Barlow and also Ralph both competed in the

Eaton passed her NISA Skate UK Level 2 on

KillerWhales Sunrise Gala last Saturday 15th

Sunday. Well done Eaton!

February.
Ralph achieved 3rd place in Front Crawl and 2nd
place in Backstroke and Barlow achieved the
fastest times in all three disciplines, Freestyle,
Backstroke and Breast Stroke in his age group.
Well done boys!
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Catering
Next week's lunch menu
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World Book Week
Ready, Steady, Read sponsored challenge
In preparation for World Book Day, Oakfields have teamed up with Usborne books to complete a sponsored
reading challenge. This is a fantastic opportunity for the children to read for pleasure while raising money in order
to purchase new books for each class.
A letter, sponsorship form and reading log will be distributed out to parents on Friday 28th February. The children
will have a week to complete their sponsored read and return the form along with the sponsorship money they
have raised to school by Friday 6th March 2020. Please note the sponsored reading challenge is open to all year
groups.

Upminster Library
In conjunction with World Book Day, Year groups 1-6 will be visiting Upminster library over the course of February,
March and April. The aim of these visits is to support the children’s educational, cultural and leisure needs by:
·

·

giving children confidence in handling books and information
·
enabling children to become independent library users
generating a lifelong interest in reading for pleasure, developing literacy skills and stimulating the
imagination with a wide range of exciting stories.
Each visit will have a different focus, these will include:
Years 1 and 2: about the library
Years 3 and 4: fiction
Years 5 and 6: non-fiction
The visits to Upminster library will take place on the following dates:
1G and 1N: morning of Tuesday 25th February 2020
2E: morning of Tuesday 3rd March 2020
3K and 4S: morning of Tuesday 10th March 2020
5S and 5B: morning of Tuesday 31st March 2020
6W and 6T: morning of Tuesday 21st April 2020
The children will be walking from the school to the
library, accompanied by members of staff.
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World Book Week
Simon Murray
On Wednesday 11th March 2020 Simon Murray, an accomplished children’s author and illustrator will be visiting
our school. Simon will be holding lively and engaging literacy and illustration workshops for the children in
Reception and Key Stage 1. The children will attend an assembly hosted by Simon which will involve some
storytelling and live-drawing.
To find out more information about Simon and his books, please visit his website:
https://www.ickydoodah.com/about-simon-murray

Matt Brown
On Wednesday 4th March 2020 the award-winning author Matt Brown will be visiting our school. Matt will be
holding writing workshops for the children in Key Stage 2 and hosting a special assembly to talk to the children
about his Dreary Inkling School books, a fabulously funny series which follows the (mis)adventures of Dreary
Inkling Primary School’s Year 6 class.
To find out more information about Matt
and his books, please visit his website:
https://www.mattbrownwriter.com/books

Dressing Up
Thursday 5th March 2020
This year’s theme is: favourite fictional book character.
Our Head Boy and Girl will choose the best dressed from each class and these children will each receive a prize!

Scholastic Book Fair
Following World Book Day, Oakfields will be running a book fair in partnership with Scholastic.
The book fair will be arriving in school on Wednesday 4th March 2020. Over the course of the week, each class will
have the opportunity to browse the selection of books available before purchasing any at the book sale on
Monday 9th March 2020. Please note, the book sale will take place in the music room at the end of the school day.
There will be over 200 titles for you and your child to choose from, and with prices starting from only £2.99, there’s
sure to be a book for everyone.
Most importantly, every book you purchase will help to
buy FREE BOOKS for our classrooms!
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World Book Week
Activities on World Book Day
On World Book Day, the children will complete a variety of exciting activities within their classes. These will
include:
Teacher story swap – teachers will visit a different class and read a book to the children.
Decorating each classroom door as a book cover from one of the books the children have read as a class this
academic year.
Designing a bookmarks and book tokens for World Book Day 2020.
Watching author and illustrator online masterclasses.
Completing a ‘Share A Story’ bubble.
Completing a quiz based on the books each year group are familiar with.

At lunchtime, the children will be provided with a themed lunch linked to the
story ‘The Tiger Who Came To Tea’. More information regarding menu choices
will be provided closer to the day.
A soft tiger toy will be raffled off to 1 lucky winner on the day!
All of the children will be given
a raffle ticket by their teacher
WORLD BOOK DAY LUNCH MENU
and Mrs Carroll will pick a random
ticket out of a bucket
during lunchtime.
Good luck children!

Following the school day, Oakfields PTA will be hosting
a second hand book sale in the music room.
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Coronavirus Update
In light of the continuing Coronavirus situation, I wanted to give

Where a pupil is required to stay at home, the school will provide

you a further update and to outline the protocols we are following.

an age appropriate timetabled programme of work and learning
materials to ensure your child is able to keep pace with the rest of

Firstly, I’d like to emphasise that the advice from Public Health

their class during their absence from school.

England (PHE) is that the threat remains low for individuals and
that suspected cases which result in an individual being tested

We appreciate that these measures may be inconvenient to

should be handled seriously but not cause undue alarm. As a

affected families but trust you understand that the health and

school community, it is important that we work together calmly to

safety of our pupils and the broader school community are

manage this challenging situation and ensure our actions are

paramount.

proportionate. In particular, it would be helpful if speculation
could be avoided and the privacy of all pupils, parents and staff in

I hope that this gives you the reassurance that we are doing

our school community be respected at all times.

everything possible to maintain a normal teaching and learning
environment for our pupils, whilst carefully monitoring and

We continue to follow all PHE, Department for Education and NHS

managing the situation as it develops.

guidance and our response protocols are outlined below. For those
of you who wish to know more, the school is adhering to the advice

Thank you for helping us take all the appropriate precautions at

provided on this government website:

this time. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-

contact the school and please be assured that we will keep you

educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-

updated.

settings-about-covid-19
We are also working closely with senior colleagues in Cognita who
are drawing on the experience of our sister schools in Asia which
have been responding to this challenge successfully for several
weeks, maintaining close to normal school operations in affected
regions. Cognita’s senior executive has formed a Response Team
which meets daily to review the latest developments, government
advice and useful practice from other parts of the world in order to
guide our actions in the UK.
Across the school, we are promoting the precautions we should all
take with regard to hand washing, tissue use and covering the
mouth when coughing and sneezing. We have already reviewed our
routine cleaning procedures and the products we use. Where
necessary, we have made changes to ensure that there is an
appropriately increased level of cleaning, particularly in high traffic
areas. We are monitoring our hygiene facilities regularly to ensure
that personal cleansing products are well stocked and maintained.
We are grateful for parental support in reinforcing the importance
of hand washing and tissue use as a high standard of personal
hygiene is the best defence against the spread of infections like
Coronavirus.
Suspected Cases. As per Government advice, any pupil or staff
member with potentially relevant symptoms (cough, fever,
difficulty breathing) should self-isolate at home and contact the
NHS on 111. They will be tested and we will follow PHE guidance
regarding cleaning. In line with their advice, no further action
would be taken until laboratory tests are confirmed.
Confirmed Cases. If we do have a confirmed case within our school
community, we will work closely with PHE and inform parents
immediately. Again, as per Government advice, PHE will visit the
school, make a risk assessment and advise on specific measures to
be taken, including the possible closure of the school. These are
likely to include deep cleaning and a contact assessment based on
which PHE will follow up directly with any individuals in need of
specific advice.
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General Information
CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

Message from finance department:
Termly Direct Debit Collections for Summer Term
Please note, if you pay your invoice via termly
direct debit, the collection date for the summer
term invoice will be 17th April 2020 This is in line
with your terms & conditions.
Childcare Voucher Scheme / Tax Free Childcare
Scheme
If you make part-payment via Childcare Voucher
Scheme or Tax Free Childcare Scheme, please
advise the Finance Department by emailing
finance@oakfieldsschool.co.uk by Friday 6th
March 2020, so that we can adjust your collection
amount accordingly.

11

Upcoming Events

You may have noticed our Site manager Mr
Kevin getting rather hairy. No he’s not
standing in for Santa as some believe but will
be playing the part of the Apostle “Andrew” in
this year’s Passion Play at Easter. If you wish
to see him in action it will be performed on
the green next to the Queens Theatre on Good
Friday, Easter Saturday and Easter Sunday at
7.30pm.
It's free so come along and bring your
children and see the play. Be warned the
crucifixion scene is pretty realistic.
For more information visit
https://www.hornchurchpp.co.uk/.
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Upcoming Events
RECENT SOCIAL MEDIA POST

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
MARCH
MONDAY 2ND - Secondary School National Offer Date
TUESDAY 3RD - Reception trip to Discovery Centre/PTA
MEETING
THURSDAY 5TH - World Book Day (Children can dress as
their favourite fictional book character)
THURSDAY 12TH - Year 5 trip to British Museum
WEDNESDAY 18TH - Year 1 trip to Colchester Zoo
TUESDAY 24TH - Parents Evening 4-7pm
THURSDAY 26TH - PTA Easter Egg Hunt/Parents Evening
4-7pm
MONDAY 30TH - Year 4 Destination School Meetings/EYFS
Easter Bonnet Parade 2 - 2:45pm
TUESDAY 31ST - Year 4 Destination School Meetings
APRIL
WEDNESDAY 1ST - MONDAY 20TH - EASTER HOLIDAYS
TUESDAY 21ST - CHILDREN BACK TO SCHOOL

FOLLOW, LIKE, AND SHARE
on Twitter
and Facebook

@OakfieldsSLT

@Oakfields.Monte
ssori.School
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