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Dear Parents and Guardians
I would like to start by thanking everyone that attended last night’s very
successful open classroom event. It is always such a pleasure to see the
children showing you around their classrooms and discussing their work.
Speaking with the teachers today they very much enjoyed meeting you all and
are looking forward to all that the new academic year will bring.
Thankfully the sun is still shining and we at Oakfields are making the most of it!
I have had the pleasure of eating lunch with children outside, playing on the
trim trail with reception children and observing Mrs Hobday taking a music
lesson on the field. The school grounds are looking beautiful and it is wonderful
seeing staff making the most of the many outdoor learning opportunities.
Unfortunately, some of you may have noticed that I was away from school on
Wednesday and Thursday of this week and therefore not enjoying the sunshine
with the children as much as I would have liked. However, I was very honoured
to be asked to present at the Cognita Headteacher’s conference on the topic of
our bespoke curriculum and the impressive results that it has produced. It is
wonderful that the hard work of the staff and children is being recognised by so
many.
Let us hope the sun continues to shine for the PTA's much anticipated open-air
cinema tomorrow evening. My family and I are all looking forward to sharing
the delights of the new Mary Poppins movie with you all. If you haven’t yet got
your tickets, please do contact a PTA member as it would be lovely to see you
all there.
I do hope your weekend is supercalifragilisticexpialidocious (as Mary Poppins
would say)!

Mrs Carroll
Headteacher
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Celebrating Success

HEADTEACHER'S AWARDS
Year 6T -

David H-R

Year 6W -

Gabrielle S

Year 5S -

Samuel A

Year 5B -

Jaeda K

Year 4 -

Madeleine P

Year 3 -

Amirlan D

Year 2 -

Dreydon E

Year 1G -

Imisi A

Year 1N -

Eaton A-K

Rec Holmes - Anaya P
Rec Stubbs - Jade A

HOUSE
POINTS:
1st - Oak - 666
2nd - Beech - 458
3rd - Chestnut - 436
4th - Elm - 405

WEEKLY
ATTENDANCE:
Year 6T - 97.1%
Year 6W - 81.5%
Year 5S - 100%
Year 5B - 90%
Year 4 - 95.5%
Year 3 - 98.9%
Year 2 - 100%
Year 1G - 98.3%
Year 1N - 99.3%
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Year Group Highlights
KINDERGARTEN
This week Kindergarten have been exploring the
season 'Autumn'. We went onto the main school
field on an Autumn walk looking for signs of
Autumn time. We collected leaves and conkers and
spoke about the leaves changing colour and falling
from the trees. We took our Autumn treasure back
to the class to place in our Autumn Time
investigation tray where the children had the
opportunity to look closely at the objects with a
magnifying glass and talk about what they could
see and how the objects felt to touch. We extended
our learning by sharing the story of a little
hedgehog who is getting ready to hibernate and
discussed the meaning of this word. This led to
further conversations with the children about
woodland animals.

JEANS FOR GENES
Thank you for your kind donations
on Jeans for Genes day. We raised
a grand total of £167. The children
had a great day, looking lovely in
their jeans.
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Student Achievements
Estelle and Anita recently took their LAMDA

A number of Oakfields children took

exams and have both passed with Distinction!

part in the Nuclear Mud Race on 7th September

Well done girls!

together. They were so supportive of each other and
showed true Oakfields team spirit!
The children are:
Jack (Reception)
Eaton (Year 1)
Barlow, Isla, Deniz (Year 3)
Maddie, Alice, Frankie, Georgie (Year 4)

YOUNG WRITERS COMPETITION
Back in July, the children in year groups 1-6
entered a writing competition organised by
the association ‘Young Writers’. The focus of
the key stage 1 writing competition was ‘My
Amazing Diary’ and the focus of the key stage 2
writing competition was ‘Ancient Adventures’.
Young Writers were wowed by the standard of
entries and I am delighted to announce that
many of the children’s entries have been
chosen to be published. The books ‘My
Amazing Diary 2019 – Stories from Essex’ and
‘Ancient Adventures – Stories from Essex’ are
scheduled for publication on 1st November
2019. To mark this achievement, the children
whose work has been selected for publication
received a certificate from myself during
Celebration Assembly today. These children
will have been sent home with a letter for their
parents/guardians to sign and to give
permission for their child’s work to be
published. Young Writers congratulates
Oakfields Montessori school and hopes that
the children will continue to keep up the great
writing. Well done children!
Miss Gowing
Head of English
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GENERAL INFORMATION AND NOTICES
PARENT/TEACHER COMMUNICATION
Our Cognita Global Be Well Day is an initiative that we as a group are committed to. The executive team
have agreed to a minimum 3 year programme ensuring well-being for all is constantly being considered.
This focus on well-being includes our staff and I am sure you would agree that this is not only important for
the teachers but also for all members of our school community.
As a result, I have recently been auditing teacher workload and hours contracted. It has since come to my
attention that workload and teacher well-being needs to be carefully considered going forward. For
example, the amount of time our teachers are spending reading and responding to emails has increased
dramatically over the last five years. This impacts on time spent planning and assessing children’s work as
well as their own time outside of school.
The National Education Union, which represents more than 450,000 teachers in the UK, has reported that
excessive workload was one of the key reasons why a third of newly qualified teachers quit English
classrooms within five years. “There is no reason to suppose this will change. In our most recent members’
poll, 40% predicted they will no longer be in education by 2024,” said Kevin Courtney, its joint general
secretary.
I would like to ask for your help. I do not want to stop emails as a valuable source of communication
between parents and teachers. As a working parent myself I appreciate the importance and ease of email
communication. However, some teachers have received up to seven emails in ten days from the same
parent. When this amount of communication is necessary can I ask that you make an appointment to see
the teacher so that we can alleviate any concerns and address questions together and face to face as this is
usually the most effective means of doing so. As a school we are privileged to have dedicated, enthusiastic
staff that are working hard to ensure the best outcomes for every child in our care. Equally, we also
appreciate the support that you as parents give us every day.
Thank you
Mrs Carroll
Headteacher

MORNING DROP-OFF
To help traffic congestion for our parents during morning drop-off time, we have made arrangements with the
management of Huntsman & Hounds, to use their car park free of charge. You will be able to park and walk to
school from there, avoiding the need to stay in traffic. The car park is not exclusive to Oakfields parents, so please
be mindful of this when parking.
To try and ensure a smooth and safe drop-off system, kindly note the following;
• If possible, have the children seated on the pavement side, so to avoid them stepping into the roadside to get
out. This reduces the risk of both staff and children having to enter “live-traffic” zone
• Kindly have school items located together, so to avoid multiple exits and doors having to be opened
• Only Kindergarten parents to park in the allocated spaces in front of the kindergarten entrance
• Please do not park anywhere in the “drop-off zone” as this causes further congestion for vehicles that are trying
to exit
• Keep your speed down to 5mph
• If you have any questions or messages for staff, please email the school office at office@oakfieldsschool.co.uk
We appreciate that it is a busy time of the day for everyone, so it will be helpful if we can all work together to
minimise risk and ensure a speedy drop-off.
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Other News
SCHOOL LIBRARY
On Tuesday, I met with a group of children ranging
from years 3-6 to discuss ideas for our upcoming
school library.
The children were delighted to have been selected
by their class teacher to attend the discussion and I
was so impressed with the fantastic ideas the
children shared with one another throughout.
Some of these included…
“Separate the books into categories but within
each category, organise the books based on age
appropriateness” – Marlon.
“Beanbags for children to sit on” – Neave.
“A sofa to read on with your friends” – Jedediah.
“Shoe pockets on the wall outside” – Isabel.
“Cosy theme, pillows included” – Frankie.
“Calm, relaxing music playing in the background” –
Dara.
“Laptops available to do research” – Isabel.
Thank you again to those children who attended
the discussion
and for all of their valuable ideas!
Miss Gowing
Head of English
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Other News
HEAD BOY/GIRL INTRODUCTION
My name is Dara A. My favourite subjects are maths,
comprehension and RWE. I play the drums in Camena
music studio and am currently working towards my
grade 5 exam. I enjoy swimming, lacrosse and
athletics. Outside school I help the homeless and
schools in Nigeria through my charity Caregirl. This is
funded through my business Dara’s Beautique. I am
looking forward to the responsibilities of being
Oakfield’s Head Girl this year.
My name is Marlan C and I am 10 years old. I have just
moved into Year 6 and I am now the new Head Boy at
Oakfields Montessori School. I am very much enjoying
my time at Oakfields and I feel very privileged to be in
this position. It is an honour to be Head Boy as this is
a very important role that I am ready to take on
board. All the teachers at Oakfields have helped me
progress and have made learning lots of fun.
I am willing to give ideas for the school and help

Global Be Well Day is

people when feeling unhappy or unsafe because

coming!

everyone

should

feel
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in
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7 more days!

environment.

we look forward to seeing
our parents for morning
boxercise at 8;00am
parking will be available on

SPORTS UPDATE

the field.

Thank you Parents for supplying pupils with the
correct pe kit they all look very smart. For indoor
activities pupils wear polo top /skirts or shorts. For
outdoor activities they can add school thermals
underneath and /or the school tracksuit. White
socks must be worn. In winter, school long blue
stripey socks can be worn. Correct footwear must
be supplied, trainers will get muddy in the winter.
In this warm weather please supply a water bottle
Miss Peacham
Head of PE
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Upcoming Events
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SEPTEMBER
SATURDAY 21ST - 11+ CSSE Test/PTA Open Air Cinema
TUESDAY 24TH - Exotic Explorers Morning – Kindergarten
WEDNESDAY 25TH - AGM PTA Meeting
THURSDAY 26TH - Open Morning for prospective parents
FRIDAY 27TH -Global Be Well Day
OCTOBER
THURSDAY 3RD - Stay and Play Kindergarten 9-9:45am
FRIDAY 4TH - Stay and Play Reception 9-9:45am
MONDAY 7TH - Destination School Meetings (Year 5)
WEDNESDAY 9TH - Destination School Meetings (Year 5)
TUESDAY 8TH - Year 4 Science Museum
MONDAY 14TH - 11+ results posted out
TUESDAY 15TH - 11+ results available online/Parents

Recent Social Media Post

Evening Kindergarten-Year 6 4-7pm
WEDNESDAY 16TH - Year 6 Shakespeare Globe Theatre
THURSDAY 17TH - Parents Evening Kindergarten-Year 6 47pm
FRIDAY 18TH - Last Day

FOLLOW, LIKE, AND SHARE
on Twitter
and Facebook

MONDAY 21ST - FRIDAY 1ST - HALF TERM HOLIDAY
NOVEMBER
MONDAY 4TH - Children Back
TUESDAY 5TH - Year 1 Coffee Morning 9am

@OakfieldsSLT

WEDNEDAY 6TH - Year 2 Coffee Morning 9am/Year 1
Museum of Childhood 8-3pm
THURSDAY 7TH - Year 3 Coffee Morning 9am/PTA Meeting
7:45pm

@Oakfields.Mont
essori.School

11TH - 15TH - Anti-Bullying Week
TUESDAY 12TH - Year 4 Coffee Morning 9am/PTA Meeting
7:45pm
WEDNESDAY 13TH - Year 5 Coffee Morning 9am
THURSDAY 14TH - Year 6 Coffee Morning 9am
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